390		ERNEST BOINTON MASON

Ernest was born at Fitzroy on 7th Jan 1890, the son of George Stephen Mason and his wife Mary Elizabeth, nee Jackson.  On enlistment in C Company, AN&MEF he stated that he was a tram conductor and single, giving his father at 23 Brighton St, St Kilda as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
He returned to Melbourne and on 16th April 1915 joined the AIF as part of the 5th Reinforcements, 21st Battalion, regimental number 2359.  He sailed from Melbourne aboard the OSTERLEY on 29th September 1915, was promoted corporal on 1st March 1916 and then sergeant on12th August 1916.  He was wounded in France on 23rd August and rejoined his battalion on 19th September.
On 9th October he was promoted CSW (WO2) and then was commissioned aa a 2nd Lieutenant on 17th May 1917. He was wounded again on 18th August 1918 in an action for which he was awarded the Military Cross for “..conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in a raid.  After making a daring reconnaissance beforehand, he led his party with great dash into the enemy trenches and accounted for six of the enemy, one of whom he killed himself.”
On 5th October he was again wounded and awarded a Bar to his Military Cross “For conspicuous gallantry during an attack. Finding that troops on the right were held up by enemy machineguns, ha organised an attack from both sides, leading one personally, and killed or captured all the gun crews. Later, when rushed by the enemy and wounded, he and a few men put them to flight, taking two prisoners.  He displayed splendid dash and leadership, and his work was of great value to the advance.”
On 13th October he was promoted Lieutenant and left England aboard the NESTOR on 12th December 1918, arriving in Melbourne on 1st Feb 1919.  His appointment to the AIF was terminated on 22nd September 1919.
After the war Ernest had a confectionary shop On Chapel St, Prahran and on 6th October 1939 was granted a commission as a lieutenant in the 23rd Garrison Battalion, service number V80270.  He nominated his wife, Annie Lillian as his next of kin and was promoted Captain on 1st September 1942 and then Major on 6th April 1943.  He was discharged on 14th September 1944.
Ernest died on 5th Jan 1959 aged 69 and is buried at the Springvale Cemetery.

