609		HOWARD JOSEPH LOUCHE

Howard was born at Liverpool, England around 1979.  He served for six years in the Royal Navy before coming to Australia.  He went with the 6th Imperial Bushman Contingent, regimental number 13, to South Africa and was with this unit for two tears operating in Orange Free State and the Transvaal during the Boer War.
On 11th August 1914 he enlisted in G Company, AN&MEF stating that he was 35 a stockman and fireman and single, giving Agnes O’Brien, Glengyle, Rose Bay as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 205 days.
ON 17th March he joined the AIF this time using the name Howard John Fitzgibbon Louche.  He was allocated to the 19th Battalion, regimental number 1229.  He was due to embark with the battalion on 25th June, but at a pre-embarkation medical it was found that he had a “chronic vascular disease of the heart” and was discharged as medically unfit on 31st May 1915.
