733		JOHN LAYCOCK

John was born in Halifax, Yorkshire, on 28th November 1886, the son of the Rev Samuel Field Laycock and his wife Margaret, nee Robotham.  John’s mother died when he was just three and his father died when he was 20.  He was a bank clerk living with his uncle until he decided to emigrate and sailed from Southampton aboard the ZEITEN, arriving in Melbourne on 29th May 1911.
He joined the NSW Department of Public Works on 24th May 1912 as a clerk, examiner.  On 11th August 1914 he enlisted in F Company, AN&MEF stating that he was single, giving his brother, Charles William Laycock in Halifax as his next of kin.  Whilst in Rabaul he was employed in the Post Office as an assistant and returned to Australia and was discharged on 18th Jan 1915 having completed 161 days service.
On 24th March he enlisted in D Company, 19th Battalion and sailed from Sydney aboard the CERAMIC on 25th June 1915.  He landed with his battalion on Gallipoli on 16th August 1916 and was evacuated aboard the Hospital Ship GRANTULLY CASTLE 0n 19th December.
He left Suez on 3rd March 1916 aboard the ARGYLLSHIRE and was discharged in Sydney on 26th August 1916 as medically unfit suffering from chronic colitis.
In 1918 he married Lilian Frances Nelson and died at St Leonards on 8th September 1965aged 88.
