2LT		THOMAS ROY MARSDEN
Thomas was born in Hobart on 13th August 1887, the son of Thomas Richard Marsden and his wife Margaret, nee Cole. In 1914 he married Sophie Reid in Sydney and was granted a commission as a 2nd Lt in the Machine Gun Section, AN&MEF. On 16th Oct 1914 he was promoted Lieutenant and was mentioned in Garrison Orders in respect of the capture of the KOMET.
On 12th August 1915 he was commissioned as a Lt in the 5th Machine Gun Battalion and left Sydney aboard the BELTANA on 9th November 1915, arriving in Suez on 11th December.
On 1st March 1916 he was promoted Captain and moved to Marseilles on 16th June.  On 5th August he was promoted Major and on 24th May 1918 Lt Col, Officer Commanding the 5th Machine Gun Battalion.
On 17th September 1918 he was reported missing – “O.C. (Col. Marsden) missing since 4 p.m.  Later was known that he was a prisoner having accidentally walked out in front of our outpost into German position” (Battalion war diary entry).
He was released at the end of hostilities and repatriated to England on 28th November 1918.  He departed England on 17th April 1920 aboard the BAHIA CASTILLO, arriving in Melbourne on 22nd June 1920.
During his service Thomas was awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) and Bar and was twice Mentioned In Dispatches (MID).
His appointment to the AIF was terminated on 24th August 1920.
On 29th August 1921 he transferred to the RAFF as a Squadron Leader and went to London as the Air Liaison Officer at Australia House.
Thomas died at Armadale, Victoria, on 7th October 1946.


