445		HAROLD WALTON OTTER

Harold was born at Redfern on 11th Feb 1895, the son of Robert Edward Otter and his wife Eliza, nee Cook.  He joined the Department of Lands as a junior clerk on 20th July 1912 appointed a Cadet Draughtsmen on 19th August 1913 before becoming a qualified draughtsman. At the same time he served with the 33rd CMF Battalion where he was a commissioned officer.
He joined the AN&MEF as a private in E Company and was promoted corporal on 18th August 1914.  He suffered from Malaria and Dysentery and returned to Australia and was discharged on 18th jan 1815 having completed 161 days service.
He regained his commission and was with one of the training battalions where he was promoted Captain and appointed Adjutant.  He wished to serve overseas and when he could not obtain a release from his battalion, he resigned his commission and joined the AIF as a private soldier and allocated to the 9th reinforcements, 53rd Battalion on 12th Feb 1916, regimental number 3440.
He left Sydney aboard the ANCHISES on 24th Jan 1917, arriving in Devonport on 27th March 1917.  He was taken on strength by the 53rd on 14th November and appointed lance corporal on 1st Feb 1918.
He was granted a commission as a second lieutenant on 24th September 1918 and promoted lieutenant on 3rd May 1919.  He returned to Australia aboard the EURIPIDES, leaving England on 3rd September 1919 and arriving in Sydney on 24th October.  He had his appointment to the AIF terminated on 1st December 1919.
He returned to the Department of Lands at their Goulburn Office and resigned on 14th April 1920 to join private enterprise.
In 1923 he married Susan Dorothy Bentley and died on 13th May 1972 aged 77.
