262		NEIL O’BRIEN
Neil’s origins are a little uncertain.  On enlistment in the AN&MEF he stated that he was 25 years, 8 months (born c1889) and born at Katoomba.  When he enlisted in the AIF on 22nd March 1915, he stated that he was 24 years, 6 months (c1890), and born at Eyota, Minnesota, USA.  No record of his birth in the USA or NSW can be located.  On his enlistment in the AN&MEF he was allocated to B Coy and gave his father, Mr D O’Brien at Little Coogee, as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4TH March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
He enlisted in the AIF on 22nd March 1915 and was allocated to the 5th Field Artillery (FAB) regimental number 7088.  He left Sydney on the PERSIC on 18th November 1915, arriving in Suez on 21st December.  He moved to France in March 1916 and was wounded in the chest on 17th Feb 1917, returning to his unit on 24th March 1917.  
He was promoted corporal on 27th May 1917, was gassed in France on 11th November 1917 and evacuated to England for treatment.  He was reunited with his unit on 28th May 1918 and promoted sergeant on 1st Sept 1918.  He embarked on the RARANGA on 8th September 1919, arriving home on29th October 1919.  He was discharged from the AIF on 29th December 1919. 
