1025		ERIC WILLIAM MERRETT

Eric was born at Mosman on 29th June 1862, the son of William Miller Merrett and his wife Annie Ellen, nee Knight.  He enlisted in the AN&MEF stating that he was a hat manufacturer and single, giving his father at Ocean Rd, Manly, as his next of kin.  He was assigned to D Company.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
On 22nd March 1915 he joined the 18th Battalion, AIF, regimental number 1217.  He sailed from Sydney on 25th June 1915 aboard the CERAMIC.  He was promoted corporal on 23rd July and was hospitalised with appendicitis.  This became acute and he was returned to Australia aboard the EURIPIDES and discharged in Sydney as medically unfit on 3rd July 1916.
After recovering he rejoined the AIF on 15th Feb 1917 as a corporal and assigned to the 10th Reinforcements, 56th Battalion, regimental number 3669.  He was promoted sergeant on 23rd Feb and on 19th April 1917 married Daisy Constance Moore at Manly.
On 31st October he left Sydney aboard the EURIPIDES, arriving in Devonport on 26th December 1917.  He went to France on 1st April 1918 and transferred to the 13th Battalion on 17th April.  He was wounded with a bomb wound to his right leg on 18th September and evacuated to the War Hospital, Chichester.
After recovering, he returned to Australia aboard the CZAR, arriving in Melbourne on 15th May 1919 and being discharged from the AIF as medically unfit on 5th July 1919.
Eric died At Chatswood in 1958 aged 66.



