380		JOHN HENRY LEAR

John was born on 19th June 1890 at Petersham the son of John Henry and Margaret Lear.  On 11th August 1914 he enlisted in C Company, AN&MEF stating that he was a bootmaker and single, giving his mother at Crown and Reservoir Sts, Surry hills as his next of kin.  He was promoted Sergeant (Shoemaker) on 20th November and returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
On 16th September 1915 he married Lena Potter at St Pauls Redfern.
On 18th October 1915 he enlisted in the 19th Battalion, AIF, and was promoted Sergeant on 18th Jan 1916 and then discharged, services no longer required, on 24th May 1916.
On 8th Jan 1917 he again enlisted, this time as part of the 27th Reinforcements, 3rd Light Horse, regimental number 3326, and sailed from Sydney aboard the PORT SYDNEY on 9th May 1917, arriving in Freemantle on 22nd May.  He and several other members of the unit missed the ship when it left Freemantle and subsequently boarded the PORT LINCOLN on 30th June to complete their journey, arriving in Suez on 6th August.
He was sentenced by Court Martial to 6 months hard labour for providing a false statement on his attestation – claiming to be a higher rank than he actually was during previous service.
He was again Court Martialled in July 1918, this time for disobeying a lawful order and again sentenced to six months hard labour. Whilst serving his sentence he was deemed to be medically unfit and returned to Australia on the LEICESTERSHIRE, leaving Suez on 22nd December 1918.  He was discharged on 4th April 1919.
In 1925 his wife, Lena, divorced him on the grounds of desertion.
He had two periods of service in WW2.  The first was for 84 days with the 2nd Garrison Regiment, service number N69368, and second from 27th December 1939 till 27th June 1941 at HQ Base, service number NX9414.
John died in Victoria in 1964 aged 74.
