249		JOHN MACLAREN

John was born in at Auchterarder, Perth, Scotland in 1875, the son of John and Isabelle MacLean. He joined the 4th Battalion, Imperial Yeomanry on 8th Jan 1901 and served with that unit in South Africa during the Boer War.  He was discharged on 29th June 1901, having completed the period for which he enlisted. 
He enlisted in B Company, AN&MEF stating that he was a groom and single, giving his mother in Auchterarder as his next of kin.  On 12th Jan 1915 he transferred to the Naval Unit and became a stoker/mechanic aboard the HMAS UNA (the former German Yacht, KOMET), eventually returning to Sydney on the HMAS FANTOME around June 1915.
It id believed John returned to the UK where he may well have see service in the British Army.
