737		JOHN WILLIAM MARTIN

John was born at Narrabri, NSW, on 3rd Jul 1891, the son of John Alexander Martin and his wife Mary Jane, nee Starnes. John’s father died in 1900 when he was just 9 years old and his mother remarried, John Cannon in 1908.  Mary and John Cannon divorced in 1913.
Jon enlisted in F Company, AN&MEF, stating that he was a hairdresser by trade and single, giving his mother at “Brigalow”, Mandalong Rd, Mosman as his next of kin.  He left Rabaul on 15th Feb aboard the EASTERN and was discharged in Sydney on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
On 1st Sept 1915 he enlisted in the AIF as part of the 1st Reinforcements, 30th Battalion and left Sydney aboard the BELTANA on 9th November 1915, arriving at Suez on 11th December.  He was taken on strength and posted to B Company on 14th Feb 1916 and appointed lance corporal the following day. 
With his battalion he arrive in Marseilles on 23rd June  and was evacuated from France on 28th July on 28th July suffering shell shock. He was discharged from hospital on 16th October and boarded the KAROOLA on the same day, arriving in Sydney on 3rd December 1916.  He was discharged on 30th May 1917.
In 1919 he married Mary Kathleen Raindle. Their only son, Donald died in 1935 when he was just 5 years old and Mary died on 1st July 1953.
On 22nd March 1942 John enlisted again as a gunner in the 7th Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps, service number N318118 and served until 30th September 1945.
He died on 21st June 1966 aged 74
