24		FRANCIS PATRICK MOONEY

Francis was born at Bega on 8th Oct. 1889, the son of Patrick Francis Mooney and his wife Mary Anne, nee Vaughan.  Having spent two years in the Navy he enlisted in the AN&MEF and was allocated to the transport section, attached to the battalion’s HQ. On enlistment he stated that he was a contractor and single, giving his father at Surry Hills as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
He enlisted in the 18th Battalion, AIF on 13th March 1915, regimental number 1216 and sailed from Sydney aboard the CERAMIC on 25th June.  With his battalion he landed on Gallipoli and was immediately wounded with a gunshot wound to the hand.  He was evacuated to Mudros and the Alexandria, suffering from pneumonia.  After spending time in hospital he was sent home to recover arriving on Melbourne on 4th December aboard the KAROOLA.  Whilst he returned to duty on 14th June 1916, he was subsequently discharged from the AIF on 27th September 1916 as medically unfit – “cardiac disability following malaria and pneumonia.”
He gain joined the AIF on 18th October 1917 as part of the reinforcements for the Railway unit, departing Melbourne aboard the NESTOR on 25th Feb 1918, arriving in Liverpool on 20th April.  He eventually joined his unit on23rd September but was not a well man.  He returned to Australia on the PLASSY, leaving England on 17th March 1919 and arriving in Sydney on 3rd May and was discharged fro the AIF on 23rd May 1919.
On 12th July 1920 he married Alma Elsie Searley at the Central Mission, Sydney and died at Randwick on 12th May 1926 aged 36.  He is buried at Rookwood Cemetery.



