154		LESLIE FRANCIS MASON

Leslie was born at Creswick, Victoria, on 7th May 1891, the son of Francis Mason and his wife Mary, nee Dixon. On enlistment in A Company, AN&MEF he stated that he was an electrical engineer and single, giving his father at Electra St, Williamstown, Victoria, as his next of kin.  He was promoted cpl on 18th August 1914 and returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
On 22nd March he enlisted in the 19th Battalion, regimental number 942.  He was promoted to sergeant in C Coy, 30th Battalion on 27th August and was allocated 1171 as his new regimental number.  On 8th November he left Sydney aboard the BELTANA, arriving at Suez on 11th December 1915.
With the battalion, he moved to Marseilles on 23rd June 1916 and was promoted CSM (WO2) on 19th August 1916.  He was commissioned as 2LT on 23rd August 1916 and promoted Lieutenant on 7th Jan 1917.
Leslie suffered numerous bouts of rheumatism, the first of which was in Egypt.  He was hospitalised on 16th December 1916 with Pleurisy and pneumonia and this, combined with his recurrent rheumatism led to him being returned to Australia, leaving on the EURIPIDES on 21st July 1917 and arriving in Melbourne on 18th September 1917. His appointment with the AIF was terminated on 28th March 1918.
Leslie died at St Vincent’s Hospital on 3rd Jan 1954 aged 62.

