57		CORNELIUS JOSEPH MOYNIHAN

Cornelius was born at Warwick, Qld on 26th June 1880, the son of Patrick Cornelius and his wife Catherine, nee Carolan.  On 4th April 1901 he joined the 6th Imperial Queensland Busmen and participated in the Boer War, regimental number 227, eventually returning home and being discharged on 17th June 1902. He was wounded in the right leg during the conflict.  In 1903, his mother, Catherine, died.
He enlisted in the Machine Gun Company, AN&MEF stating that he was a horse breaker and single, giving his father at Burton via Well Camp, Qld, as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
He enlisted in the AIF as a driver in the 6th Reinforcements, 13th Battalion, before transferring to the 1st FAB, regimental number 4819.  He left Sydney aboard the MAKARINI on 15th September and joined his unit on Gallipoli on 21st October.  He was promoted bombardier on 20th May1916 and moved to France in June.  He was evacuated to the UK suffering from malaria on 9th Dec 1916 and admitted to the 2nd Birmingham War Hospital from where he was released on 8th March 1917.
Cornelius was awarded the Military Medal (MM) foe “...conspicuous gallantry, near BIRR CROSS ROADS on 14th September 1917, when assisting two officers in extinguishing a serious fire on an ammunition train and preventing the destruction of a considerable amount of ammunition and probably two guns near the train.  The work was carried out at considerable risk from exploding ammunition.”
ON 17th September he was gassed and again evacuated to the UK where he remained in hospital until 27th Jan 1918.  He contracted influenza and left England aboard the KANOWNA on 28th August, arriving back in Sydney on 26th October 1918.  He was medically discharged - “deafness as result of gunfire in action” - from the AIF on 24th April 1920.
On 31st Jan 1920 he married Amelia Georgina Sheeter at Botany and became a Soldier Settler, taking up a 10 acre plot on Farm 1277, for the purpose of growing fruitb trees.
Cornelius died on 2nd August 1937 at the Griffith Hospital.  He was 57 years old.
