

Clarence Norman Daly enlisted as a private in the Army Medical Corps, Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force (AN&MEF) on 12th August 1914, regimental number 17.   The AMC recruits were given regimental numbers from 1 to 36.  They were recruited separately from the infantry and, as such, the numbers were not unique, with soldiers in the infantry also having the same regimental numbers – all a bit confusing.
On enlistment he stated that he was born in Sydney, was 20 years old, a grocer and single.  He gave his mother, Mrs Kezia Fischer at Fisher St, Lower Randwick as his next of kin. His father, Robert had died when Clarence was quite young, and his mother had remarried Jasper Fisher in 1907. 
It is assumed he worked in the hospital whilst in Rabaul and left there on 5th Feb 1915 aboard the Navua, landing in Sydney on 13th Feb.  Upon arrival back in Sydney, Clarence and the rest of the Force were given a pound and asked to return in a week to be paid out and discharged.  When they returned the papers were still not ready and they were again paid a pound and sent away to come back in a fortnight.  They again returned on 4th March 1915 and were paid out and discharged from the AN&MEF.  In the meantime, many had signed up to join the AIF.
On 21st April 1915 he joined the No.3 General Hospital, regimental number 4367.  He departed Sydney on 15th May 1915 aboard the Mooltan and landed on Gallipoli on 5th August.  On 3rd September he was evacuated to Mudros and then to Malta aboard the Hospital Ship Soudan and admitted to St David’s Hospital with Enteric Fever (Typhoid).   In Jan he returned to Alexandria aboard the Hospital Ship Esquibo and then returned to Australia ex Suez aboard the Kanowna, departing on 28th Jan 1916, arriving in Melbourne on 10th March.  He was discharged from the AIF in Sydney as medically unfit (paratyphoid) on 16th July 1916.
Clarence died at the No4 AGM Hospital, Randwick, now the Prince of Wales Hospital, on 23rd Feb 1917.  He is not mentioned on the Honour Roll at the Australian War Memorial.
In 2020 I contacted the War Memorial pointing out that Clarence had died of a condition associated with his war service, he was on a war service pension at the time of his death and that his mother had received the Memorial Scroll and Plaque awarded to all the next of kin of soldiers recognised as dying as a result of their service in the war. The Australian War Memorial have now advised that the AWM Council, at is November 2022 meeting, approved the addition of Clarence for the Roll of Honour Data Base and he will be included on the Supplementary Panel at the AWM when next is is cast.
Whilst the bureaucratic wheels might move slowly, they had produced a very pleasing result.


