847		PERCY DAVID JONES
Percy was born in London in 1893, the son of David Jones and his wife Emma, nee Danby.  In the 1911 census he is shown as living with his parents, his father shown as a gardener and he as a “greengrocer’s assistant.”
He migrated to Australia when he was about 21, arriving in Brisbane ion 10th May 1914.
On 11th August 1914 he joined H Coy, AN&MEF, stating that he was an asylum attendant and single, giving his mother in Middlesex as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 18th Jan 1915, suffering from malaria.
After he recovered, he joined the AIF as part of D Company, 19th Battalion, regimental number 764.  He left Australia on 25th June 1915 aboard the CERAMIC and after a month in Egypt landed with the battalion on Gallipoli on 19th August 1915, just as the campaign there was beginning to wind down.  He again suffered from a bout of malaria and was evacuated back to the UK on 15th October, not returning to his battalion until 15th June 1916, by which time the battalion had moved to France.
On 7th Sept he was promoted Cpl and then was appointed 2nd Lt on 9th December.
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2LT Jones, back row on left.
Around the same time Percy was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) for
“…conspicuous gallantry in action. He, single-handed, attacked and killed three enemy. Later, he displayed great courage and initiative in assisting to lead his company to the second objective.  He set a splendid example throughout.”
On 14th April 1917 he was evacuated to the 29th general Hospital with urethritis and whilst in hospital was promoted Lieutenant. He returned to his unit on 25th May but was again hospitalised on 16th Dec, this time with a septic foot.
  
He rejoined the battalion on 31st Jan 1918 and on 22nd June and was awarded the Military Cross (MC) for.
“… conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when an enemy party had crossed the front line and was advancing on the supply line.  He collected a party of twelve men and rushed the enemy party which was 40 strong.  The enemy was forced to retreat with heavy loss, leaving four prisoners and one machine gun behind.  The timely action of this officer was mainly responsible for the complete discomfiture of the enemy.”
On 10th October 1918 he transferred to the 18th Battalion following the disbandment of the 19th.  On 7th July 1919, whilst on furlough, he married Bertha Gilliane Brack at Hainant and returned to Australia with his wife aboard the ACHISES leaving the UK on 22nd August 1919.
His appointment to the AIF was terminated on 16th December 1919.
On 24th September 1913 he was called up to full-time duty and transferred to the AIF, service number QX6050, as a Captain; promoted to Major in 1942 and Lt Col in 1947.  He was in charge of Command Records for the Northern Command in Brisbane. On 16th May 1947 was placed on the Retired List of Officers., having been awarded the Efficiency Decoration (ED).
In 1953 Percy’s house in Brisbane was completely destroyed by fire, following which he moved to Summer Hill in Sydney where he died in 1979, age 86.
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