150		JOHN GEORGE MAY

John was born at North Shields, England on 23rd March 1875, the son on Stephen May and his wife Frances, nee Taylor.  He was a miner and on 18th March 1900 married Catherine jane Johnson at St Cuthbert’s Church, Hayden Bridge.  On 21st August Catherine gave birth to their first child, a daughter, Winnifred.
On 5th September 1906 John, Catherine and Winnifred set sail from England aboard the TURAKINA initially for Wellington, New Zealand, eventually settling in Maitland, where their second daughter, Irene, was born.  On 13th May 1912 John and Catherine were divorced, John being given custody of his two girls. After the divorce John moved his family to Wollongong.
John enlisted in A Company, AN&MEF, stating that he was a miner and giving his daughter, Wiinnie, then 14 years old, at Girls Home, Glebe, as his next of kin.  On 3rd October he was appointed lance corporal and he returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
On 18th March 1915 he enlisted in the AIF as part of the 2nd Reinforcements, 18th Battalion but was discharged on 26th May 1915 classified as medically unfit. John was 40 at this time.
John died at Charters Towers, Queensland on 7th July 1957 aged 82


