937		FRANCIS RUPERT MILNE

Francis was born at Berrima on 11th May 1891, the son of John Milne and his wife Robina Christina, nee Anderson. He enlisted in the AN&MEF and was assigned to D Company.  He stated that he was a locomotive fireman and single, giving his mother at 11 Trafalgar St, Newtown and his next of kin.  He was promoted corporal on 12th Jan 1915.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
On his return he married Mignonette (Minnie) Winifred Debenham.  He joined the AIF on 7th August 1915 and was discharged on 3rd Jan 1916 at the request of his wife who stated that she was recovering from a recent operation. He did successfully enlist on 30th August 1916 when he was appointed a cpl in the 7th Reinforcements, 36th Battalion, regimental number 3083.  He left Sydney on 10th May aboard the BENALLA, arriving in Plymouth on 19th July 1917.  On 18th June he reverted to a private at his own request and on 24th December 1917 was taken on strength by the 36th.
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The transferred to the 233rd Battalion on 20th April 1918 and was admitted to the Alexandra Hospital on 9th June 1918 suffering from malaria and trench feet.  He left England on 20th May 1919 aboard the NESTOR, arriving in Sydney on 4th July.  He was discharged, medically unfit, o 31st October 1919.
Francis died a Newtown on 24th July 1926, aged 35 and is buried at Rookwood Cemetery.
Francis and Minnies son, Francis Debenham Milne enlisted in the RAAF in WW2 and was serving with he USAAF when he was killed near Popendetta, PNG, on 26th November 1942.  As well as being remembered at Bomana Cemetery, Port Moresby and on Panel 134 at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, he is also remembered at the Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia, USA.
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