520		JAMES MCCARTHY

James was born at Onehunga, New Zealand in1886.  On enlistment in E Company, AN&MEF he stated that he was a surveyor’s chainman and single, giving A Walpole, c/- P. Maroney, Emma St, Leichardt as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 18th Jan 1915 having completed 161 days service.
On 18th May 1915 he joined the 20th Battalion, regimental number 1081, and was allocated to C Company.  He legt Sydney aboard the BERRIMA on 25th June and was appointed lance corporal on 14th June.  With his battalion, he landed at ANZAC Cove 0n 22nd August, and was evacuated some 5 days later to Mudros with a septic leg.  He rejoined the battalion on 29th September and on 21st November was promoted corporal.  On 15th December he was hospitalised with a hernia and did not rejoin his battalion until 13th Feb 1916 after they had been withdrawn from Gallipoli.
On 26th August 1916, after the battalion moved to France, he was shot in the foot and evacuated to Dartford Hospital in England, where the foot was amputated.
He boarded the BELTAN in Plymouth on 17th March 1917, disembarking in Sydney on 12th May.  He was discharged from the AIF on 22nd June 1915 being medically unfit.
In a letter to the Army in 1932 he states he had been unemployed for two years and in a further letter written in 1937 he stated that his discharge papers had been lost when his house was destroyed by fire.


