

126		CYRIL EUGENE AGATHON HANCE.

On his enlistment in both the AN&MEF and later in the AIF, Cyril stated that he was born at Richmond Surry.  In fact, he was born in Hong Kong on 26th September 1879, where his father, Dr Henry Fletcher Hance was a senior British Diplomat.  His brother, Julian was also born in Hong Kong a year later, and is given by Cyril as his next of kin.  Family Ancestry.com records show Julian, the son of Henry Fletcher Hance and his wife Charlotte Page, nee Kneebone, but there is no mention of Cyril in any of these records, or, for that matter anywhere on Ancestry, except in a military context.
Cyril was a corporal in a Field Battery Company, Hong Kong Volunteer Corps, number 149, and was involved in the quelling of the Boxer Rebellion in China in 1900.  He served in this unit from 1897 to 1902 and was awarded the China War Medal with two clasps and the King Edward Bronze Coronation Medal.
On enlistment in the AN&MEF he was allotted to A Company and stated that he was a bookkeeper and single, giving his brother, Julian, as his next of kin.  He was attached to the Treasury Office and returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 21st April 1915 having completed 247 days in the ANMEF, remaining in Rabaul for about five weeks after the bulk of the unit returned in February/March 1915.
On 21st June 1915 he enlisted in the AIF and was assigned to the 4th Reinforcements, 19th Battalion.  He left Sydney on the ARGYLLSHIRE on 30th September 1915.  With the battalion he moved to France in March and on 1st September he was appointed lance corporal., and then promoted corporal on 2nd February 1917.
Cyril was killed in action near Warlencourt on 28th Feb 1917 and is buried at the Warlencourt New British Cemetery and is remembered on Panel 88 at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.



