634		AMBROSE O’HARE

Ambrose was born in Liverpool on 7th December 1877, the son of John O’Hare and his wife Emma, nee ross.  John died in 1886, when Ambrose was about 9 and his mother married Alfred Burns.  In the 1891 census, Ambrose is shown as being a shipping clerk, just like his stepfather.  He joined the 2nd Battalion, Royal North Lancaster Regiment, regimental number 5102, and was with the regiment for 12 years until Feb 1908.  He served in Malta, Gibraltar and Crete, where he initially contracted malaria. On the 1911 census he his shown as being a butler in Malvern Wells.  He left the UK for Australia on 31st August 1911 aboard the DEMOSTHENES.
He enlisted in the AN&MEF and was assigned to G Company.  He stated that he was a butler- Valet and single.  He kept an extensive diary of his time In the AN&MEF as well as his subsequent AIF service.  The diary is housed at the Mitchell Library, Sydney.
He returned fro Rabaul aboard the NAVUA and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
On 15th April 1915 he enlisted in the AIF and was allocated to A Company, 19th Battalion.  He was ap[pointed lance corporal on 16th May and left Sydney aboard the CERAMIC o 25th June.  He was promoted corporal on 14th August and landed, with his battalion, on Gallipoli on 16th August 1915.
He was evacuated to Malta suffering from malaria and dysentery and a minor hand wound received as he was getting ready to board the hospital ship.  He was eventually discharged and returned to his unit on 21st Jan 1916.  The battalion moved to France in March and Ambrose was appointed lance sergeant on 16th December 1916.  He suffered from recurring bouts of malaria and during his recovery married Thursa Kate Timbrell at Colwall, Herts on 24th Feb 1917. He eventually returned to Australia on the MEDIC, leaving England on 26th August 1918 and arriving in Melbourne, via the Panama Canal, on 10th October, before travelling to Sydney, via Albury by train, where he was discharged on 26th April 1919 as medically unfit.
It would appear that Ambrose returned to the UK after the war and took up service as a steward with P and O. He is shown as a steward on the ORSOVA in 1921.  His wife, Thursa, died in 1938 and Ambrose died at Colwall, Herts in 1951 aged about 64, having retired from his job of steward in about 1939.



