736		ARTHUR MAINSTONE
Arthur Mainstone was born in Leichardt, New South Wales in 1892.  He was raised by a foster family, the Mainstone’s. On his attestation papers he stated that he was a Labourer, single and that his next of kin was his foster brother, Clive Mainstone of 32 Bullanamang St, Redfern.
Arthur returned from Rabaul and was discharged, term expired, on 18th Jan 1915.
Along with many of his fellow AN&MEF returnees, he joined the newly created 19th Battalion, (C Company) and allocated the service number, 941.  On 1st June he was promoted to Sergeant and left Sydney with the Battalion aboard the CERAMIC on 25th June 1915. He arrived on the Gallipoli Peninsular on 16th August 1915 and was with the Battalion when it was withdrawn on 7th January 1916.
On 18th March 1916 the Battalion left Alexandria for Marseilles and on 27th July, Arthur was wounded with a gunshot wound to the right shoulder whilst at Pozieres. He was evacuated to England and rejoined his unit on 14th Feb 1917.
On 20th Feb he was appointed Company Sergeant Major (CSM) and was awarded the Military Medal for his actions whilst the Battalion was at Le Sars & Flers, France.  In his recommendation, his CO stated that – “On the 28th February and 1st March he did very conspicuous work during three bombing attacks by the Bn. On MALT TRENCH.  He organised and maintained a continuous supply of ammunition.  To maintain these supplies he had on many occasions to pass through a heavy artillery barrage and sniping M.G. fire.  His courage and coolness had a great effect on the morale of the carrying party which he led himself on every occasion, he worked voluntarily during the whole time under extremely adverse conditions.  His initiative in getting up supplies quickly was largely responsible for the success of the attack.”
On 12th May 1917, Arthur was appointed 2/Lt.  He spent 2 months in hospital in Rouen with cellulitis in the leg and was promoted to Lieutenant on 26th September 1917.  On 15th March 1918 Arthur was killed in Belgium.  In a report of the action leading to his death, Private Hardwick (5830) stated.
“I was with Mr Mainstone on a patrol at night in No Man’s Land seeking for information.  It was at Ploegstreet (on the right of the wood at Plantation Farm) some time last month.  We had been out an hour when we encountered a detachment of the enemy.  Our scouts seem to have got through them without noticing and attacked them from the other side with bombs.  The Germans then immediately attacked us.  Lt. Mainstone gave the order to charge.  We charged but the enemy proved to be in considerable numbers.  We were broken up and each man had to get back for himself.  Mr Mainstone was the only one not accounted for.  Since then I heard that his body  had been found, and I think enquiry at the Bn. Would elicit the information.  I knew Lt. Mainstone all the time since he was a Private.  He was a fine soldier, most popular with his mates and he was game to the last.”
A private Keys (5947) recalls: -
“At Polygon Wood front, killed in patrol with M.Gun.  Found his body two days after we were searching for it.  I saw his body brought in, but did not see him buried.  Very decent chap, a bit too game.”
Arthur is remembered on the Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium and on Panel 89 at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.

