617		WILLIAM MCGRATH

William was born at Poplar, London in 1883. He joined G Company, AN&MEF stating that he was a labourer and single not nominating any individual as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged on 4th March 1915 having completed 206 days service.
In 1917 he married Catherine Ann Clune and their son, John Joseph, was born in 1919.
William died at Balmain on 21st March 1923 aged 30.  John was only 4 at this time.  On 15th May 1940 John enlisted in the AIF as part of the 2/13 Battalion, service number NX15018.He was promoted sergeant before embarking for Suez on 31st May 1940.  On 4th April 1941 he was reported as missing, assumed a Prisoner of War.  In 1943 he was presumed dead, having died on 4th April 1941, the day he had previously been reported missing.
He is remembered at the Alamein memorial and on Panel 37 at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.
