844		WILLIAM JOSEPH HAMMOND

William was born in Chatswood, NSW in 1893, the son of Joseph S and Violet A Hammond.  William described himself as a butcher and it would appear he was apprenticed to his father but in 1909 at age 16 he absconded from his indentured apprenticeship in Chatswood.
He enlisted into H Company, AN&MEF on 11th August 1914 and gave his mother, at “Dulcie”, Bryson St, Chatswood, as his next of kin.  He returned from Rabaul and was discharged, term expired, on 18th Jan 1915 having served 161 days.
Five days after his return, on 23rd Jan he enlisted into the 6th Light Horse (2nd Reinforcements) and on 20th Feb 1915 left for the Middle East aboard the MAREKE, as a driver.  He was taken on strength at ANZAC COVE on 27th July 1915 and left the peninsular on 15th November, sick with rheumatism.
On 5th April 1916 he was transferred to the 13th Infantry Brigade and on 5th July 1915 moved with the Brigade to Alexandria where they embarked for Marseilles, arriving on the 12th. Willian stayed with the 13th Brigade HQ until 15th March 1918 when he was transferred to the newly designated 4th Machine Gun Battalion.
Whilst with this Battalion, William was awarded the Military Medal –
 “For bravery and devotion to duty as a driver during operations at HAMEL on 8th July, and MORCOURT on 8th August 1918.
On one occasion when ammunition was urgently required forward he made two trips in the one day under heavy shell fire.  He was always cheerful and willing, and greatly inspired all ranks.”
He was wounded on the 8th but remained at his post, and on 8th October 1918 he returned to Australia on Special Leave on the PORT DARWIN from Taranto, Italy.  He arrived back in Sydney on 26th December and was discharged as Medically Unfit on 24th February 1919.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some time in 1919 he married Lila Taylor and on 22nd May 1941, William enlisted again and was posted to Recruiting Depot, Service Number N270993.  On his enlistment he put his age down, stating he was born in 1895, not 1893.  He was discharged from the 112 Convalescent Depot on 23 May 1842. 
